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NORTH CAROLINA HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION
Minutes of Commission Meeting
March 20, 2018

The North Carolina Human Relations Commission convened in regular session on Tuesday, March 20, 2018 at 10:12 am in the Rules Commission Room located at the Office of Administrative Hearings Building, Raleigh, NC. The following Commissioners were present:
John Campbell, Chairman
Deborah Britt
Edith Chance
Matthew Hughes
Richard Huffman
Joseph Kyzer (by teleconference)
Lance Metzler
Paul Norman
Arthur Rich
Toussaint Romain
Anna Stearns

Staff Members Present: Lamont Goins (Civil Rights Division Director), Phillip Jordan (Human Relations Commission Program Manager), Richard Boulden (Agency Counsel), Gene Troy (Human Relations Specialist), Latoya Blackwell (Human Relations Specialist), Tania Valero (Human Relations Specialist), Edward Smith (Human Relations Specialist), Lauren Kenion (Intake Specialist). 

ORDER OF BUSINESS

1. Called to Order- Chairman Campbell called the meeting to order at 10:12am. 
2. Administrative Matters- Mr. Danny Stutzman from Temporary Solutions had Commissioners fill out forms to register them for per diem payments.
3. Oath of Office- Justice Paul Newby swore in Human Relations Commissioners, Richard Huffman and Edith Chance. 
3. Judge Julian Mann III introduced and honored Justice Paul Newby for being in attendance.
4. Introduction of Guests: Chairman Campbell acknowledged and welcomed guests attending the meeting, Deputy Secretary Christy Agner from Department of Administration, Michael Leach from the Office of the Governor Roy Cooper, Cole Jordan from the Office of the Governor Roy Cooper, Judge Julian Mann III, and Deputy Director Linda Worth. 
5. Introduction of Commissioners: Chairman Campbell requested that each Commissioner introduce themselves. 
6. Introductions of OAH Management Team and HRC Staff: Civil Rights Director Lamont Goins introduced himself along with the HRC Staff, Phillip Jordan (Program Manager), Richard Boulden (Agency Counsel), Tania Valero (Human Relations Specialist), Latoya Blackwell (Human Relations Specialist), Edward Smith (Human Relations Specialist), Lauren Kenion (Intake Specialist).
7. Invocation- Chairman Campbell
8. Director of Public Engagement Michael A. Leach speaks on behalf of Governor Roy Cooper and presents the Fair Housing Proclamation. 
9. Oath of Office- Commissioner Toussaint Romain was sworn in by Judge Julian Mann III.
10. Roll Call- Intake Specialist, Lauren Kenion noted which Commissioners were present. 
11. Overview of Human Relations Commission and Ethics Requirements- Agency Counsel, Richard Boulden presents a presentation on the Powers and Duties of the Human Relations Commission. Ethics requires Commissioners to have ethnic training annually. Agency Counsel, Richard Boulden shares that Commissioner may visit the ethics and elections website to see list of trainings they may attend. 
12. Agency Counsel Boulden provided overview of Commissioners role in housing discrimination complaints where there has been a request for an administrative hearing.  Chair Campbell asked about training requirements and opportunities for commissioners to receive training for the hearings.  Commission Director, Goins, would confirm the availability of training opportunities for commissioners.
13. Judge Julian Mann III gives final words on the transition of the Human Relations Commission joining the Office of Administrative Hearings staff and how he is pleased to have the Commission apart of their staff. Judge Mann shared that if the Commission ever needs to reach him for anything, he or she may contact him.
14. The minutes of January 18, 2017 were approved unanimously. 
15. Chairman Campbell discussed proposed dates for the next meeting. The Commission voted to approve meeting every third Tuesday of each month for July, October, and January. The next meeting will be the fourth Tuesday in May due to the commission room’s unavailability. The Commission room is being occupied on the third Tuesday for another previously scheduled meeting. 
16. Chairman Campbell asked Commissioners if there was any new business they or she would like to discuss on the agenda. Commissioner Romain discussed a Martin Luther King opera presented by Opera Carolina Production that will be hosted in Charlotte on May 18th and would like for commissioners to attend if they are able. 
17. Commissioners unanimously discussed the subcommittee of other Commissions briefly and were interested in seeing what other projects Commissions were working on. Commissioner Romain suggested sending other Commissioners the 12 powers from Agency Counsel, Richard Boulden’ s presentation on the 12 powers that Commissioners could work on. Commissioner Rich briefly spoke on previous projects that subcommittees were working on from the previous meeting. 
18. Commissioner Stearns requested information on the role of local HRC’s and their relationship with the State Commission. 
19. Chairman Campbell requested that a members list be sent to all commissioners so that they can communicate with each other.  He also requested contact information for local commissions be sent as well.
20. The next meeting is set for Tuesday, May 22nd at 10 am in the Office of Administrative Hearings Building in the Rules Commission Room.
21. On motion and second to adjourn, the meeting was closed at 1:15pm. 

